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According to eBird.org,  species of birds have been reported in St. Johns 

County in which St. Augustine is located.  is guide is meant to help the 

birding novice identify some of the common birds in the area that can be 

seen near bodies of water.  ere are guides available that are inclusive of all 

bird species, but they can be overwhelming.  is book introduces  bird 

species, when they can be seen in the area, and public places where they 

can be reliably seen. Some of the species are state or federally designated as 

threatened and are included if there is a good chance you can see them. If the 

species is not common in our area, I did not include it.  e amazing thing 

is in this area we have so many threatened birds which can actually be seen.

St. Augustine and the surrounding area has a variety of birds in every 

season. In spring, birds nest and, by summer, the juvenile birds begin to ven-

ture on their own. Some stay in the area, while others migrate immediately 

a er nesting season. During migration, many species pass through the area 

on their way south in the fall and north in the spring. Some fall migrants 

make Florida their destination and spend the winter before departing in the 

spring. Some birds nest further north and the non-breeding birds of that 

species may stay here.

 e St. Augustine area is comprised of a variety of habitats that appeal to 

many species of birds.  ere are the coastal beaches, rivers, and freshwater 

ponds.  e three main rivers in the area are Guana, Tolomato, and Matanzas. 

 ere are two inlets from the ocean: St. Augustine Inlet and Matanzas Inlet. 

 ese inlets bring tidal waters into the rivers creating a brackish environ-

ment which is a mixture of salt and fresh waters.  e in  ow and out  ow of 

water through these inlets is based on the tides resulting in an everchanging 

environment.  ere are two low tides and two high tides each day and they 

move about  minutes later each day. For example, if high tide is at : a.m. 

today, it will be about : a.m. tomorrow.  e oyster beds and marshes 

along the shallow edges of the rivers are covered with water during high 

tides and exposed during low tides.  e feeding and resting times of birds 

around the water are based on the repeated exposure of the intertidal zone. 

Small  shes and other marine life  nd shelter in the marshes, attracting bird 

life to the abundance of food. 

Estuaries are so important to people, wildlife, and the environment that a 

system of  National Estuarine Research Reserves () were established 
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across the United States to protect, educate, and conduct research.  e local 

, which comprises the three main tidal rivers in the St. Augustine area,  

is the Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas National Estuarine Research Reserve 

( ).

I moved to Florida at the end of  and was enthralled with the vari-

ety of wildlife in the area. I became a certi  ed Florida Master Naturalist, 

volunteered at the  , got involved with St. Johns County Audubon 

Society, and participated in whale surveys and bird counts. My hope is to 

summarize what I learned about local birds near the water to reduce a novice 

birder’s learning curve.  is is the book I would have wanted when I began 

birding in the area. 

 e  rst part of this book contains images and information about selected 

bird species which newcomers and visitors to the area may not be familiar 

and want to identify. I grouped the birds into categories of similar species. 

Each bird species begins with the common name followed by the Latin name. 

 ere are pictures of the birds with descriptive text. Included are when and 

where to see the bird species in the St. Augustine area based on my personal 

experience.  e second part identi  es public places in and around St. Augus-

tine where the birder can reliably view these birds at the appropriate time 

of year. Additional details can be found at the location’s website provided 

in the text. Lastly, I list resources that I have used to learn about local birds 

and an index listing the birds in alphabetical order.

 is second edition includes three additional bird species.

Happy Birding!

Linda Burek

www.landrtravels.com 
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Birds in this section are grouped with similar species. 

BRIEF DEFINITION OF GROUPS 

DUCKS: Swimming birds with short legs and neck.

RAILS: Birds that generally live on the ground and have short rounded 

wings and tail.

SHOREBIRDS: Birds that spend time on the ocean beaches. 

GULLS, TERNS, AND SKIMMERS: Birds with long wings that swim on 

top of the water. Terns are more graceful than gulls. Skimmers have shorter 

legs than gulls and terns.

PELICANS: Large birds with long bills with throat pouches.

DIVING BIRDS: Birds that swim underwater.

WADING BIRDS: Birds that wade through shallow water as they search 

for food.

RAPTORS: Birds of prey

KINGFISHERS: Small birds with dagger-like bills and short legs.

BRIEF DEFINITION OF HABITATS

BEACHES: Over and on the ocean and the ocean shore.

RIVERS AND MARSHES: Includes the Guana, Tolomato, and Matanzas 

Rivers and the marshes at their edges.  ese habitats are also called estuaries 

which contain brackish water, a mixture of salt and fresh waters.

FRESHWATER:  ere are numerous ponds in the area. Most of them are 

retention ponds, but a few spring fed ponds exist.
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B- W D
(D )

A family of black-bellied whistlings ducks next to a pond. 

Black-bellied whistling ducks are dark birds with a red bill and pink legs. A 

large white wing patch can be seen when they are in  ight.  ey were also 

called black-bellied tree ducks because they roost in trees and sometimes 

nest in tree cavities.  ey are primarily vegetarians and like to eat grain 

from agricultural  elds.  ey usually feed at night.  ese birds make an 

interesting whistling call.

When: Year-round.

Where: Freshwater ponds and marshes. 
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Two female and two male hooded mergansers swimming on a retention pond. 

Hooded mergansers are ducks that spend the winter in the St. Augustine 

area.  ey prefer freshwater but can be seen on protected marshes and bays. 

 e males have a black and white crest with yellow eyes.  e females are 

brown with brown feathered crests. 

When: November through February.

Where: Local freshwater ponds and sheltered estuaries. 
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R- M
(M )

A red-breasted merganser on the Tolomato River. 

Red-breasted mergansers are diving ducks with a long neck, a long, thin bill, 

and a shaggy crest of feathers on their head.  ey winter in the area and can 

be seen on sheltered brackish waters.  ey eat small  sh. 

When: November through February.

Where: Sheltered brackish waters along the rivers. 
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