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I want to thank Karen Mitchell for putting so much energy into editing 

this book and for all the enthusiasm and support she provided me. Brian 

Bidwell, owner of three St. Augustine/Jacksonville Wild Birds Unlimited 

nature stores, provided input.

I used the Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s website, www.allaboutbirds.

org, to verify facts about bird species. I used the data in ebird.org related 

to St. Johns County in Florida to con  rm current data regarding species 

sightings.

My husband, Regis, has been a constant source of support and advice. I 

can not thank him enough for being such a great partner and for providing 

some of the photos for this book.

Lastly, I want to thank my blue-merle sheltie, Dart, for his constant 

companionship while I sat at my computer writing, editing, organizing, and 

processing photos.  Sadly, my little friend died two days before publishing 

this book. Words cannot describe the pain of losing him.

Regis and Dart sitting on dri wood near Puget Sound.



According to eBird.org,  species of birds have been reported in St. Johns 

County in which St. Augustine is located.  is guide is meant to help the 

birding novice identify some of the commonly seen backyard birds in the 

area.  ere are guides available that are inclusive of all bird species, but 

they can be overwhelming. Forty-one species of birds are introduced, with 

the time of year they can typically be seen in the area, and how they can be 

attracted to your backyard.

St. Augustine and the surrounding area has a variety of birds in every 

season. In spring, birds nest and, by summer, the juvenile birds begin to 

venture out on their own. Some stay in the area, while others migrate to 

other areas immediately a er nesting season. During migration, many 

species pass through the area on their way south in the fall and north in 

the spring. Some fall migrants make Florida their destination and spend the 

winter before departing in the spring. Some birds nest further north and 

the non-breeding birds of that species may stay here.

I moved to Florida at the end of  and was enthralled with the vari-

ety of wildlife in the area. I became a certi  ed Florida Master Naturalist, 

volunteered at the Guana-Tolomato-Matanzas National Estuarine Research 

Reserve, got involved with St. Johns County Audubon Society, and partic-

ipated in whale surveys and bird counts. I was the lead compiler for the 

St. Augustine Christmas Bird Count in , , and .

Before moving to Florida, my husband and I owned a Wild Birds Unlim-

ited nature store in Gambrills, Maryland and have extensive knowledge 

about attracting wildlife to backyards. Many Maryland birds also reside in 

Florida which helped us become familiar with local Florida birds. My goal 

is to summarize what I learned about common local birds and help novice 

birders become pro  cient at identi  cation.

 e  rst part of this book contains images and information about selected 

bird species which newcomers and visitors to the area may not be familiar 

and want to identify. I grouped the birds into categories of similar species 

primarily based on a taxonomy used by eBird.org. Each bird species begins 

I



with the common name followed by the Latin name.  ere are pictures of 

the birds with descriptive text. Included are when and where to see the bird 

species in the St. Augustine area based on my personal experience.  e 

second part identi  es how you can attract these birds to your yard. Lastly, I 

list resources that I have found helpful in learning about local birds and an 

index listing the birds in alphabetical order.

Happy Birding!

Linda Burek

www.landrtravels.com 
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Birds in this section are grouped with similar species based primarily on a 

taxonomy used by eBird.org.

BRIEF DEFINITION OF GROUPS

TURKEYS: Ground feeding birds with heavy bodies.

DOVES: Compact birds with small to medium heads and short necks.

SHOREBIRDS: Birds that spend time on the ocean beaches.

VULTURES, RAPTORS, AND OWLS: Birds that eat carrion or live prey.

WOODPECKERS AND NUTHATCHES: Birds that climb up and down 

the trunks and branches of trees searching for insects.

FLYCATCHERS: Birds that eat  ying insects from a perch.  ey jump up 

from the perch to grab the insect in  ight.

JAYS AND CROWS: Birds with stout bills that perch.

SWALLOWS: Birds that spend most of their time in the air capturing insects.

CHICKADEES AND TITMICE: Small, gregarious birds.

WRENS AND GNATCATCHERS: Small birds continously searching 

through foliage for insects.

THRUSHES, CATBIRDS, MOCKINGBIRDS, AND THRASHERS: Small 

to medium sized birds that usually forage on the ground.

WAXWINGS: Birds with bright red wing tips that look like drops of melted 

wax.

FINCHES: Small birds with short, thick bills used to crack seeds.

SPARROWS: Small brown birds.



BLACKBIRDS: Medium sized birds that are primarily black.

WARBLERS: Small insect eating birds.

CARDINALS AND BUNTINGS: Colorful birds that prefer to forage on 

the ground.
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Female wild turkey
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A wild turkey mother and her chicks in a suburban St. Augustine neighborhood. 

 e mother turkey had about a dozen chicks.

Turkeys are large birds with small featherless heads on long necks.  ey  

usually travel in groups in search of insects, nuts, and berries.  ey can be 

seen roaming through suburban yards and at night they roost in trees and 

can be heard gobbling in the early morning.

When: Year-round.

Backyard: Turkeys are attracted to birdseed or corn scattered on the ground  

and nut-bearing or berry trees and shrubs.
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 ere are four species of doves seen in the St. Augustine area: common ground 

dove, mourning dove, Eurasian collared-dove, and white-winged dove.  e 

Eurasian collared-dove and white-winged dove are not common.  e bird 

above is a mourning dove.
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Common ground dove

Common ground doves are small birds about the size of a sparrow and are 

seen feeding on the ground.  ey also nest on the ground.  e chest feathers  

have the pattern of scales. Common ground doves have short tails, reddish 

bills with a dark tip, and short, pink legs.  ey will chase larger mourning 

doves while searching for seeds under a bird feeder. 

When: Year-round.

Backyard: Common ground doves will eat seed that falls to the ground from 

feeders or which is placed in ground feeders.  ey eat shelled sun  ower 

seeds and millet. 
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Mourning dove 

Mourning doves are very common.  ey forage for seeds on the ground. 

 ey are pale in color and make a mournful cooing sound.  ey breed many 

times during the year, raising their young in  imsy nests.  eir larger size 

and long pointed tails help to distinguish them from common ground doves. 

When: Year-round.

Backyard: Doves are primarily ground feeders and will eat seed from beneath 

a bird feeder or placed in a ground feeder. If the pole mounted feeder is large 

enough to accommodate their large body, they will perch on the feeder.  ey 

prefer millet and shelled sun  ower seeds.
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Ruby-throated hummingbirds, pictured above, are the hummingbirds seen 

most o en in the area. Black-chinned and rufous hummingbirds have been 

spotted in St. Johns County but are rare.


